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Greetings!
On behalf of the congregation, and in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
welcome to The Good Shepherd Anglican Church! Whether this is your 
first time with us, or whether you call this place home, this bulletin will be 
a guide through our liturgy this morning.
“Liturgy” is a Greek word that means “work of the people.” With the 
power of the Holy Spirit, the praise and prayers and thanksgiving that 
we will be giving to God this morning is our “work” as Christians. We do 
it together, and we do it with the faithful words that have been handed 
down to us through the centuries in the Church.
Regular text is said by the celebrant or assistant
Bold text is said by all and italics indicate directions
It’s that easy.
Children are always welcome to stay (and make noise!) for the Liturgy, 
and a nursery room is available to you throughout the service, through the 
door on the right of the sacntuary-stage, past the bathrooms, following 
the hall to the right.
If you’d like to find out more about The Good Shepherd, please feel free 
to contact me during the week (see the contact info on the back).

Please do turn off your cell-phones, 
so that this powerful time isn’t interrupted.
—Fr. Ben
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prayers of preparation
before praying the liturgy

O Almighty God, who pours out on all who desire it the
spirit of grace and of supplication: Deliver us, when we draw
near to you, from coldness of heart and wanderings of mind,
that with steadfast thoughts and kindled affections we may
worship you in spirit and in truth; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

Almighty eternal God, behold, I come to the Sacrament
of your Only Begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ,
as one sick, to the physician of life,
as one unclean, to the fountain of mercy,
as one blind, to the light of eternal brightness,
as one poor and needy to the Lord of heaven and earth.
I ask, therefore, of your great goodness,
that you would graciously cure my sickness, wash away my defilement,
give light to my blindness, enrich my poverty, and clothe my nakedness.
Grant that I may receive the bread of Angels,
the King of kings and Lord of lords,
with such reverence and humility, such contrition and devotion,
such purity, faith, and purposeful intention,
that it may profit unto my salvation.
Amen.
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All stand at the ringing of the bell.

processional hymn
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the acclamation
The People standing, the Celebrant says this or a seasonal greeting.

Alleluia! Christ is Risen!.
People:    The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia!

the collect for purity
Celebrant and People:  
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you 
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration 
of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify 
your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

the summary of the law
Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ says:  
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the 
second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two 
commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.        
                          matthew ��:�7-�0

the gloria
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the collect of the day
The Celebrant says to the People

The Lord be with you. 
People: And with your spirit.

Let us pray. 
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Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so 
perfectly to know your Son Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the 
life, that we may steadfastly follow his steps in the way that leads to eternal 
life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

the lessons

acts 8:��-�0

26 Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the south 
to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a desert place. 
27 And he rose and went. And there was an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a court 
official of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her 
treasure. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28 and was returning, seated 
in his chariot, and he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29 And the Spirit said 
to Philip, “Go over and join this chariot.” 30 So Philip ran to him and heard 
him reading Isaiah the prophet and asked, “Do you understand what you 
are reading?” 31 And he said, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And 
he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. 32 Now the passage of the 
Scripture that he was reading was this: 
 
“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter 
and like a lamb before its shearer is silent, 
so he opens not his mouth. 
33 In his humiliation justice was denied him. 
Who can describe his generation? 
For his life is taken away from the earth.” 
 
34 And the eunuch said to Philip, “About whom, I ask you, does the 
prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?” 35 Then Philip 
opened his mouth, and beginning with this Scripture he told him the good 
news about Jesus. 36 And as they were going along the road they came to 
some water, and the eunuch said, “See, here is water! What prevents me 
from being baptized?” 38 And he commanded the chariot to stop, and they 
both went down into the water, Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized 
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him. 39 And when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord 
carried Philip away, and the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his 
way rejoicing. 40 But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he passed 
through he preached the gospel to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.

The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

A brief moment of silence is kept, to allow the Word to sink in

psalm ��:1-8

1 Be joyful in God, all you lands; *
 sing the glory of his Name; sing the glory of his praise.
2 Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds! *
 because of your great strength your enemies cringe before you.
3 All the earth bows down before you, *
 sings to you, sings out your Name.”
4 Come now and see the works of God, *
 how wonderful he is in his doing toward all people.
5 He turned the sea into dry land, 
 so that they went through the water on foot, *
 and there we rejoiced in him.
6 In his might he rules for ever; his eyes keep watch over the nations; *
 let no rebel rise up against him.
7 Bless our God, you peoples; *
 make the voice of his praise to be heard;
8 Who holds our souls in life, *
 and will not allow our feet to slip.

1 john �:11-��

11 For this is the message that you have heard from the beginning, that we 
should love one another. 12 We should not be like Cain, who was of the 
evil one and murdered his brother. And why did he murder him? Because 
his own deeds were evil and his brother’s righteous. 13 Do not be surprised, 
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brothers, that the world hates you. 14 We know that we have passed out of 
death into life, because we love the brothers. Whoever does not love abides 
in death. 15 Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know 
that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him.

16 By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to 
lay down our lives for the brothers. 17 But if anyone has the world’s goods 
and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does 
God’s love abide in him?
18 Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth.

19 By this we shall know that we are of the truth and reassure our heart 
before him; 20 for whenever our heart condemns us, God is greater than 
our heart, and he knows everything. 21 Beloved, if our heart does not 
condemn us, we have confidence before God; 22 and whatever we ask 
we receive from him, because we keep his commandments and do what 
pleases him. 23 And this is his commandment, that we believe in the name 
of his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded 
us. 24 Whoever keeps his commandments abides in God, and God in him. 
And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit whom he has given 
us.

The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

A brief moment of silence is kept, to allow the Word to sink in.

Then, at the celebrant’s invitation, all stand for the Gospel
the gospel alleluia

  Together:
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the gospel

john 1�:1�-�1
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.

People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

15 “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16 And I will ask the 
Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, 17 even 
the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees 
him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in 
you.

18 “I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19 Yet a little while 
and the world will see me no more, but you will see me. Because I live, you 
also will live. 20 In that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you 
in me, and I in you. 21 Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, 
he it is who loves me. And he who loves me will be loved by my Father, 
and I will love him and manifest myself to him.”
After the Gospel, the Reader says

   The Gospel of the Lord.  
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

the sermon
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the nicene creed
Let us confess our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed:
Celebrant and People
We believe in one God,
 the Father, the Almighty,
 maker of heaven and earth,
 of all that is, visible and invisible.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
 the only-begotten Son of God,
 eternally begotten of the Father,
 God from God, Light from Light,
 true God from true God,
 begotten, not made,
 of one Being with the Father;
 through him all things were made.
 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
 was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
 and was made man.
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
 he suffered death and was buried.
 On the third day he rose again  
 in accordance with the Scriptures;
 he ascended into heaven
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
 and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
 who has spoken through the prophets.
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
 We look for the resurrection of the dead,
 and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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the prayers of the people

Let us pray for the Church and for the world.    Remaining Standing
After each petition, the reader will say, Lord, in your mercy:
To which the people respond:
People Hear our prayer.

The Celebrant concludes with the following prayer
Heavenly Father, grant these our prayers for the sake of Jesus Christ, our 
only Mediator and Advocate, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

the confession and absolution of sin
Let us humbly confess our sins to Almighty God.
Silence
The Deacon and People kneel as able and pray
Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
maker and judge of us all:
We acknowledge and repent of our many sins and offenses,
which we have committed by thought, word, and deed
 against your divine majesty,
provoking most justly your righteous anger against us.
We are deeply sorry for these transgressions;
the burden of them is more than we can bear.
Have mercy upon us, 
Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father;
for your Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake,
forgive us all that is past;
and grant that we may evermore serve and please you in newness of life,
to the honor and glory of your Name;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The Bishop or Priest stands and says
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who in his great mercy has promised 
forgiveness of sins to all those who sincerely repent and with true faith 
turn to him, have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all 
your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you to 
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

the comfortable words
The Celebrant may then say one or more of the following sentences, first saying
Hear the Word of God to all who truly turn to him.
Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.   
                          matthew 11:�8
God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.    
                       john �:1�
The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sinners.           1  timothy 1:1�

If anyone sins, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
righteous. He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also 
for the sins of the whole world.       1  john �:1-�

the peace

   The Peace of the Lord be always with you.   
People: And with your spirit.

Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.
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t
announcements

t

the offertory
The offering is received, and the Altar is prepared for Holy Communion.

All baptized, believing Christians are invited to come and feast on the Spiritual 
Body and Blood of Jesus in this Sacrament.

The usual manner of receiving is eating the bread, followed by drinking the cup.

If you prefer to have the bread dipped into the wine, leave the bread in your 
hand and the chalice-bearer will dip it into the wine for you.

Please fill the communion rail from right to left.

If you are not a Christian, or if you are unrepentant of your sins, or if for some 
other reason, you wish to not receive Communion, you are invited to come 

forward, crossing your arms across your chest, indicating that you would like to 
receive a prayer of blessing rather than communion.

After the Offering is brought forward, all Stand to sing:

the offertory hymn

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise him, all creatures here below, 
Praise him, above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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the sursum corda

The Celebrant continues 
It is right, our duty and our joy, always and everywhere to give thanks to 
you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth...(The Proper Preface)...
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels 
and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to 
proclaim the glory of your Name:

the sanctus
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the prayer of consecration
The People remain standing. The Celebrant continues
All praise and glory is yours, O God our heavenly Father...
The prayer continues, concluding with:
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all 
honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and forever. 

All: Amen.
the lord’s  prayer

The Celebrant then says
And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray:
Celebrant and People together pray
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the fraction

The bread is broken. The celebrant saying:

  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us  
People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

the prayer of humble access
Celebrant and People together say
We do not presume to come to this, your table, O merciful Lord,
trusting in our own righteousness,
but in your abundant and great mercies.
We are not worthy so much as to gather up  
 the crumbs under your table; 
but you are the same Lord,  
 whose character is always to have mercy.
Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord,
so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ,  
 and to drink his blood,
that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body,
and our souls washed through his most precious blood,
and that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.  

the agnus dei
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the ministration of communion

Facing the People, the Celebrant says the following invitation
The gifts of God for the people of God. Take them in remembrance 
that Christ died for you and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with 
thanksgiving.

communion hymn
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the post communion prayer
After Communion, the Celebrant says 
Let us pray.
Celebrant and People together say the following,
Almighty and ever-living God, 
we thank you for feeding us, in these holy mysteries, 
 with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood 
 of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 
and for assuring us, through this Sacrament, of your favor and
 goodness towards us: 
 that we are true members of the mystical body of your Son, 
  the blessed company of all faithful people; 
 and are also heirs, through hope, 
  of your everlasting kingdom.
And we humbly ask you, heavenly Father, 
 to assist us with your grace,
 that we may continue in that holy fellowship, 
 and do all the good works that you have prepared for us  
  to walk in; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen. 

the blessing
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recessional hymn
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the dismissal
The Deacon, or the Priest, dismisses the people 
The people replying:  
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia.

All are invited to the Parish Hall for coffee and refreshments 
immediately following the Liturgy
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sermon notes
Recordings of the Sermons are available online at www.GoodShepherdOA.org/Sermons

upcoming ministry schedule

Cultivating Life-Giving Patterns of Prayer
ccli # ������7
The Eucharistic Rite is the approved ‘Anglican Standard Text’ of the
Anglican Church in North America
as is the Lectionary used.
The Lessons are reproduced from the English Standard Version (esv)
The Psalm is taken from the Book of Common Prayer (1�7�)
The Gospel is read from the New Revised Standard Version (nrsv)

Apr 29
5 Easter

May 6
6 Easter

Altar-Server Joe Art
Lector Seth Henry P
Usher Rick & Jean Paul
Nursery Suellen Becca
Nursery-Mom Allison Rachel
Altar Guild Suzy tbd
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

A WARM WELCOME to all Visitors! Please SIGN THE 
GUEST-BOOK in the back, so we can know more about 
you, and so you can find out more about us.

Mission Council Meeting this Tuesday Night

Women’s Bible Study on the Names of God led by  
Carrie Jefferies begins Saturday, May 5th. It wil meet 
each Saturday at 1.00pm in the upstairs classroom here 
at Church, and will run for six-weeks.

•

•

•



1311 2nd Ave. Opelika, AL 36801
(334) 758-6749

www.GoodShepherdOA.org
the anglican church in north america

Bishop: The Rt. Rev’d Neil Lebhar
Mission Rector: The Rev’d Andrew Rowell

Vicar: The Rev’d Ben Jefferies + ben.p.jefferies@gmail.com

THIS WEEK AT

Tue 1st

Wed 2nd

Thur 3rd

Fri 4th

Sunday 5th
vi easter

8.30 Morning Prayer
4.30 Evening Prayer
6.30 Mission Council Meeting

8.30 Morning Prayer
4.30 Evening Prayer

8.30 Morning Prayer
4.30 Evening Prayer
6.30 Gracism Book Study @ Panera

8.30 Morning Prayer
4.30 Evening Prayer

9.00 Catechism (In the Classroom)
9.30 Hymn-Sing (in the Church)
10.00am Holy Eucharist


